AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

1. (Currently Amended) An information recording medium comprising: 

a data area for recording therein record data; 

a plurality of temporary defect management areas for temporarily 
recording therein defect management information which io a baGio of dofoct 
management for a dofoct in said data area; and 

a flag area for recording therein distinction information for 
distinguishing a temporary defect management area in which the defect 
management information that is effective is recorded, from said plurality of 
temporary defect management areas, 

the distinction information being recorded as a type of a combination 
pattern of an area set to be in a recorded condition and an area left to be in 
an unrecorded condition according to a predetermined rule, in said flag area. 

2. (Currently Amended) The information recording medium according to 
claim 1, wherein if Gaid information recording medium compriooo "n" 
temporary dofoct management areas (n: integral number, n>2), said flag 
area includes ^3^ a plurality of flag unit areas. 

3. (Currently Amended) The information recording medium according to 
claim 2, wherein the distinction information is indicated as an entire flag 
area by that each of the ^ ^pluralitv of flag unit areas is in the recorded 
condition or in the unrecorded condition. 
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t) 

4. (Currently Amended) The information recording medium according to 
claim 3, wherein backup data corresponding to the record data is recorded 
into at least one flag unit area in the recorded condition out of the ^ 
^plurality of flag unit areas. 

5. (Currently Amended) The information recording medium according to 
claim 2, wherein each of the !1 «r4 ^r)luralitv of flag unit areas corresponds to 
the smallest recording area of said information recording medium. 

6. (Original) The information recording medium according to claim 1, 
wherein said flag area is disposed on an inner circumferential side of said 
information recording medium. 

7. (Original) The information recording medium according to claim 1, further 
comprising a control information recording area for recording therein 
information for controlling at least one of recording and reading with respect 
to said data area, 

said flag area being disposed in said control information recording 

area. 

8. (Currently Amended) TfeeAn information recording medium 
comprising^ according to claim 1, wherein said flag area io diopoocd in one 
temporary defect management area out of oaid plurality of temporary defect 
management aroao 

a data area for recording therein record data; 

a plurality of temporary defect management areas for temporarily 

recording therein defect management information in said dat a area; and 

a flag area for recording therein distinction information for 

distinguishing a temporary defect management area in which the defect 
management information that is effective is recorded, from said plurality of 
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temporary defect management areas. 

said flag area being divided into a plurality of flag unit areas, a 

combination of a recorded condition and an unrecorded condition of the 
plurality of flag unit areas indicating the distinction information . 

9. (Currently Amended) The information recording medium according to 
claim 8, wherein the plurality of flag unit areas are all in the unrecorded 
condition, in an initial state and during first use of one of said temporary 
defect management areas said flag area io diopoood at an ond portion of the 
ono temporary dcfoct management area . 

10. (Currently Amended) A recording apparatus for recording record data 
onto an information recording medium comprising: (i) a data area for 
recording therein the record data! (ii) a plurality of temporary defect 
management areas for temporarily recording therein defect management 
information which io a baoio of dcfoct management for a defect in said data 
area; and (hi) a flag area for recording therein distinction information for 
distinguishing a temporary defect management area in which the defect 
management information that is effective is recorded, from said plurality of 
temporary defect management areas, said flag area being divided into a 
plurality of flag unit areas, a combination of a recorded condition and an 
unrecorded condition of the plurality of flag unit areas indicating the 
distinction information tho diotinction information being recorded as a typo of 
a combination pattern of an area Got to be in a recorded condition and an area 
left to be in an unrecorded condition according to a prodotcrmincd rule, in 
Gaid flag area , 

said recording apparatus comprising: 

a first recording device for recording the record data into said data 

area? 

a second recording device for recording the defect management 
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information into any one of said plurality of temporary defect management 
areas? 

a distinction information generating device for generating the 

distinction information on the basis of the recorded condition and the 
unrecorded condition of said plurality of temporary defect management 
areas? and 

a third recording device for recording the distinction information 

generated by said distinction information generating device into said flag 
area 

a first recording device for recording at least one of the record data and 

the defect management information? and 

a occond recording device for updating and recording the distinction 

information, if the temporary defect management area in which the effective 
defect management information io recorded is changed, by changing the area 
left to be in the unrecorded condition to the area in the recorded condition 
according to the changed temporary defect management area and thuG by 
changing the combination pattern . 

11. (Currently Amended) A recording method of recording record data onto 
an information recording medium comprising: (i) a data area for recording 
therein the record data; (ii) a plurality of temporary defect management 
areas for temporarily recording therein defect management information 
which io a baoio of defect management for a defect in said data area; and (iii) 
a flag area for recording therein distinction information for distinguishing a 
temporary defect management area in which the defect management 
information that is effective is recorded, from said plurality of temporary 
defect management areas, said flag area being divided into a plu rality of flag 
unit areas, a combination of a recorded condition and an unrecorded 
condition of the plurality of flag unit areas indicating the distinction 
information thc diotinction information being recorded ao a typo of a 
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combination pattern of an area oot to bo in a recorded condition and an area 
loft to bo in an unrecorded condition according to a predctorminod rule, in 
said flag area , 

said recording method comprising* 

a first recording process of recording the record data into said data 

area? 

a second recording process of recording the defect management 

information into any one of said plurality of temporary defect management 
areas; 

a distinction information generating process of generating the 

distinction information on the basis of the recorded condition and the 
unrecorded condition of said plurality of temporary defect management 
areas? and 

a third recording process of recording the distinction information 

generated by said distinction information generating process into said flag 
area 

a firot recording process of recording at loaot one of tho record data and 

the defect management information; and 

a oocond recording p rococo of updating and recording tho distinction 

information, if tho temporary defect management aroa in which tho effective 
defect management information io recorded is changed, by changing tho area 
loft to be in tho unrocordod condition to tho aroa in the recorded condition 
according to tho changed temporary dofect management area and thuo by 
changing tho combination pattern . 

12.(Currently Amended) A reproducing apparatus for reproducing record 
data recorded on an information recording medium comprising- (i) a data 
area for recording therein the record data; (ii) a plurality of temporary defect 
management areas for temporarily recording therein defect management 
information which io a baoio of defect management for a dofoct in said data 



6 



area! and (iii) a flag area for recording therein distinction information for 
distinguishing a temporary defect management area in which the defect 
management information that is effective is recorded, from said plurality of 
temporary defect management areas, said flag area being divided into a 
plurality of flag unit areas, a combination of a recorded condition and an 
unrecorded condition of the plurality of flag unit areas indicating the 
distinction information tho distinction information being rocordod ao a typo of 
a combination pattern of an area sot to be in a rocordod condition and an area 
loft to bo in an unrecorded condition according to a prodotormincd rulo, in 
Gaid flag area , 

said reproducing apparatus comprising- 

a first reading device for reading the distinction information recorded 

in said flag area? 

a selecting device for selecting effective one of said plurality of 

temporary defect management areas, on the basis of the distinction 
information read by said first reading device? 

a second reading device for reading the defect management 

information recorded in the effective temporary defect management area 
selected by said selecting device? and 

a reproducing device for reproducing the record data recorded in said 

data area, on the basis of the defect management information read by said 
second reading device 

a selecting dovico for reading tho diotinction information and oolocting 

the — temporary — dofoct — management — area in which tho — offectivo — defect 
management information iG rocordod from oaid plurality of temporary defect 
managomont areas; 

a — reading — dovico — for — reading — the — effective — defect — management 

information from tho ooloctod temporary dofoct managomont area; and 

a reproducing dovico for reproducing tho record data recorded in Gaid 

data aroa on the baGiG of tho read defoct management information . 
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13. (Currently Amended) The reproducing apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein 

said flag area hao a plurality of flag unit aroao and each of the 

plurality of flag unit aroao io in tho recorded condition or in tho unrecorded 
condition, and 

said selecting device selects the temporary defect management area in 
which the effective defect management information is recorded by judging in 
which condition of the recorded condition and the unrecorded condition at 
least one of said plurality of flag unit areas is. 

14. (Currently Amended) A reproducing method of reproducing record data 
recorded on an information recording medium comprising* (i) a data area for 
recording therein the record data; (ii) a plurality of temporary defect 
management areas for temporarily recording therein defect management 
information which is a basis of defect management for a defect in said data 
area; and (iii) a flag area for recording therein distinction information for 
distinguishing a temporary defect management area in which the defect 
management information that is effective is recorded, from said plurality of 
temporary defect management areas, said flag area being divided into a 
plurality of flag unit areas, a combination of a recorded condition and an 
unrecorded condition of the plurality of flag unit areas indicating the 
distinction information thc distinction information being recorded as a typo of 
a combination pattern of an area set to bo in a recorded condition and an area 
loft to bo in an unrecorded condition according to a predetermined rule, in 
said flag area , 

said reproducing method comprising- 

a first reading process of reading the distinction information recorded 

in said flag area* 

a selecting process of selecting effective one of said plurality of 
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temporary defect management areas, on the basis of the distinction 
information read by said first reading process; 

a second reading process of reading the defect management 

information recorded in the effective temporary defect management area 
selected by said selecting process; and 

a reproducing process of reproducing the record data recorded in said 

data area, on the basis of the defect management information read by said 
second reading process 

a oolocting process of reading tho distinction information and selecting 

the temporary dofoct management area in which tho — effective — defect 
management information io recorded from oaid plurality of temporary defect 
management areas) 

a — reading — process — ef — reading — the — effective — defect — management 

information from tho selected temporary defect management area; and 

a reproducing procooo of reproducing the record data recorded in said 

data area on tho baGis of the road defect management information . 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for record control to 
control a computer provided for anthe information recording apparatus 
according to claim 10 , said computer program making the computer function 
as at least one of afche first recording device ^ and athe second recording 
device , athe distinction information generating device and athe third 
recording device. 

said recording apparatus for recording record data onto an information 

recording medium comprising- (i) a data area for recording therein the record 
data? (ii) a plurality of temporary defect management areas for temporarily 
recording therein defect management information in said data area; and (iii) 
a flag area for recording therein distinction information for distinguishing a 
temporary defect management area in which the defect management 
information that is effective is recorded, from said plurality of temporary 
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defect management areas, said flag area being divided into a plurality of flag 
unit areas, a combination of a recorded condition and an unrecorded 
condition of the plurality of flag unit areas indicating the distinction 
information, 

said recording apparatus comprising: 

said first recording device for recording the record data into said data 

area? 

said second recording device for recording the defect management 

information into any one of said plurality of temporary defect management 
areas? 

said distinction information generating device for generating the 

distinction information on the basis of the recorded condition and the 
unrecorded condition of said plurality of temporary defect management 
areas? and 

said third recording device for recording the distinction information 

generated by said distinction information generating device into said flag 
area . 

16.(Currently Amended) A computer program product for reproduction 
control to control a computer provided for anthe information reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 12 , said computer program making the 
computer function as at least one of athe first reading device, at he selecting 
device, athe second reading device, and atfee reproducing device^ 

said reproducing apparatus for reproducing record data recorded on an 

information recording medium comprising: (j) a data area for recording 
therein the record data? (ii) a plurality of temporary defect management 
areas for temporarily recording therein defect management information in 
said data area? and (iii) a flag area for recording therein distinction 
information for distinguishing a temporary defect management area in which 
the defect management information that is effective is recorded, from said 
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plurality of temporary defect management areas, said flag area being divided 
into a plurality of flag unit areas, a combination of a recorded condition and 
an unrecorded condition of the plurality of flag unit areas indicating the 
distinction information . 

said reproducing apparatus comprising- 

said first reading device for reading the distinction information 

recorded in said flag area; 

said selecting device for selecting effective one of said plurality of 

temporary defect management areas, on the basis of the distinction 
information read by said first reading device; 

said second reading device for reading the defect management 

information recorded in the effective temporary defect management area 
selected by said selecting device; and 

said reproducing device for reproducing the record data recorded in 

said data area, on the basis of the defect management information read by 
said second reading device . 

17. (Currently Amended) A data structure comprising: 
a data area for recording therein record data; 

a plurality of temporary defect management areas for temporarily 
recording therein defect management information which io a basis of defect 
management for a defect in said data area; and 

a flag area for recording therein distinction information for 
distinguishing a temporary defect management area in which the defect 
management information that is effective is recorded, from said plurality of 
temporary defect management areas, 

said flag area being divided into a plurality of flag unit areas, a 
combination of a recorded condition and an unrecorded condition of the 
plurality of flag unit areas indicating the distinction information the 
distinction information being recorded ao a typo of a combination pattern of 
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an aroa sot to bo in a rocordod condition and an area loft to bo in an 
unrocordod condition, in said flag aroa according to a prodotorminod rulo . 
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